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Madcat Ruth & Kane            
Saturday, September 1 at 4pm 
(also doing workshops) 
 
Peter ñMadcatò Ruth has estab-
lished an international reputa-
tion through his exhilarating, 
riveting virtuosity on the har-
monica. His expertise on this 
instrument has amazed audi-
ences world-wide. Madcat's 
music has been evolving for 
over 45 years. It started in the 
Chicago area in the early 
1960's. In the early 70's Madcat 
moved to Ann Arbor, and by the 
mid 70's Madcat was touring 
the world with jazz pianist Dave 
Brubeck. In the 80's, Madcat went solo in-
fusing the folk/blues tradition with elements 
of rock and jazz. 
 
In 1990, Madcat teamed up with guitarist/
singer Shari Kane to form the duo Madcat 
& Kane. For the past several years they 
have been touring nationally and interna-
tionally. 
 
Westside Andy & the Mel Ford Band  
Saturday, September 1 at 6 pm &  
Post Fest Party Sunday, Sept 2 at 10 pm 
 
Hitting the blues fest stage at 6-pm is 
Madison, Wisconsinôs, Westside Andy & 
the Mel Ford Band.  This group brings 20 
plus years of blues experience to the 
show, and is lead by a man who has been 
referred to by Blues Brother Dan Aykroyd 
as ñone of the most dynamic electric har-
monica players of our generation.ò  

Westside Andy is Andy Lin-
derman who grew up in 
Madison, Wisconsin in the 
60ôs.   Still in High School 
Andy would hang around 
back stage of the local blues 
clubs looking for lessons 
from some of the great Chi-
cago harp blowers of the 
time traveling through.    
Paul Butterfield encouraged 
him, Pat McBride (New Col-
ony Six) gave him a harp, 
and Corky Siegel (Siegel/
Schwall), after a short listen 
offered him a rare opportu-
nity to join him on stage.    
 

After High School, Andy started a band 
called Night Owl and paid his dues playing 
in hundred of clubs over the years.   Andy 
earned his name ñWestside Andyò from 
growing up on Madisonôs west side when 
most of the local musicians were coming 
out of the cities east side Andy was proud 
of his Westside status and made it known. 

 
Mel Ford played 
with Andy for years 
but they have now 
made it official with 
bands latest title. 
Guitar wizard Mel 
Ford began his  
 
(continued on page 3) 

Madcat Ruth to host a work-

shop at this yearôs blues fest. 

Westside Andy & the 

Mel Ford Band to 

also play this yearôs 

post fest party!  



The Blues Music Awards (formerly the WC Handy 
Awards) took place on May 10th in Memphis, TN, 
and my lovely wife and I were lucky to attend. 
From the moment we checked into our hotel with 
friends Kim & Tom McLain, I was a kid in a candy 
store. Within the hour, I would chat with Bobby 
Rush and Elvin Bishop, and ride the elevator with Marcia Ball.  
 The Blues Music Awards (BMAôs) kicked off with a pre-party featuring last 
yearôs International Blues Challenge winner Sean Carney.  After a sizzling set, 
the auditorium doors opened and we found our tables.  Seating was nightclub 
style and dinner was included in the ticket price. 
 The BMAôs were more about the music then individuals; artists canôt wait to 
take the stage to play.  Awards were handed out in rapid-fire succession allowing 
more time for performances. In all, 28 groups or individuals performed.   
 The eveningôs music kicked off with Otis Taylor and Alvin Youngblood Hart 
doing a few traditional delta blues numbers.  This was followed by a legendary 
soul/blues review featuring Frankie Lee and Johnny Rawls.  Watermelon Slim 
was next, and he brought the house down with his band, the Workers. 
 Perhaps the most moving song of the night was ñAfter the Rainò performed 
by duet Irma Thomas and Marcia Ball.  Thomas, a New Orleans resident lost her 
home and all of her belongings, including her previous awards, to Hurricane 
Katrina.  By the songôs end, there were few dry eyes in the house. 
 Many of the performers such as Tab Benoit, have played in the Marquette 
area, and three of them, Rory Block, Lil Ed & the Blues Imperials, and Janiva 
Magness, have played at past MABS festivals. This yearôs Sunday headliner, 
Betty Lavette, was a nominee for the Soul/Blues female performer category. 
 The big winner this year was Charlie Musselwhite, who captured four 
awards including Song of the Year (Church is out) and Album of the Year (Delta 
Hardware).  But Tab Benoit said it best when accepting his award for Entertainer 
of the Year ñéthank you so much for this (award). But check it out yaôllé I get to 
play next!ò 
 When the evening ended at 2:30 in the morning, the audience had dwindled 
to a couple of hundred die-hard fans.  We filed out into the street, not wanting the 
night to be over, but alas, it was.  Even so, we knew that our next blues fix was 
only a day away, back on Beale Street. 

BIG LIST OF BLUES GIGS  ~ thanks to Wendy Pepin & Larry Letts Schedule of Events 
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A brief message from the President ~ 
 This newsletter is dedicated not only to 
the Marquette Area Blues Fest, but summer 
blues parties in general. We have tried to 
gather performances by blues artist in the 
upper great lakes region.  
 And as we begin to unravel the party 
that will be the 4th annual Marquette Area 
Blues Fest, let me thank the MABS members 
who have made sacrifices to make sure that 
this yearõs fest is the best yet. To the many 
sponsors -- we thank you for making this 
festival a reality.  
 We do need volunteers to help us set up 
and clean up. It is the not-so-glamorous un-
derbelly of the beast, but all the same, those 
of you with the brawn as well as brains, we 
could use your help making sure our grounds 
is a-ok for the weekend and in even better 
shape for the city once weõre done.  
 Volunteer can on-line at 
 www.marquetteareabluessociety.com 
 Thank you for you continued support in 
blues music and culture.  
    
   ~ April 

 

Monday, August 6  
2007 Festival Planning Meeting & Potluck  

Stonerock Love shack 
133 Wintergreen 

Call 249-5126 for info. 
 

Wednesday, August 15  
Monthly MABS Meeting  

Landmark Board Rm, Marquette, Michigan 
 

Monday, August 20  
2007 Festival Planning Meeting & Potluck  

The Maki Manor 
for directions e-mail JOJOZIMMY@aol.com  

 
Monday, August 27  

2007 Festival Planning Meeting & Potluck  
Stonerock Love shack - 133 Wintergreen 

 
ALL MEETINGS BEGIN AT 6:30PM (ET)  

August 1 -  Blues performer Susan Tedeschi is in concert at the Northern Lights Theater at the  
Potawatomi Casino in Milwaukee at 8 p.m. CST  

 
August 2 - 5 - The 14th Annual Woodtick Festival will be held in Hermansville, MI.  For a complete line-
up, go to www.woodtickfestival.com. 

 
August 3 - The Flat Broke Blues Band is performing from 7- 10 p.m. EST at the Chocolay  
Summerfest in Harvey.  www.flatbrokebluesband.com 

 

August 4 - Louisiana blues and slide guitarist Sonny Landreth will be in concert in the Northern Lights 
Theater in the Potawatomi Casino in Milwaukee at 9 p.m. CST. www.sonnylandreth.com 
 

August 5 - The Flat Broke Blues Band is performing at 4 p.m. at the Woodtick Music Festival in  
Hermansville.  www.flatbrokebluesband.com   (continued on page 5) 

Stonerockõs Attend BMAs in Memphis 

Mark & Dawn with Honeyboy Edwards  

Mark & Watermelon Slim  
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More on the Festival Mainstage 

(continued from cover story)  
 

professional career opening for acts 
like Albert Collins, Freddie King and 
Stevie Ray Vaughan. From there he 
went on to play with the likes of Bo 
Diddley, Sunnyland Slim, Zora Young, 
Junior Pettis, Bed Sidran and Paul 
Black and the Flip Kings (with Andy). 
 
Their swing style blues moves audi-
ences and Andy has a unique ability 
to read his audience and meld the 
music to their mood.   
If youôre not at least 
tapping your foot you 
better check your 
pulse, these guys will 
move you! 
 
 
 
Rusty Wright Blues  
Sunday, September 2 
at 4 pm 
 
Contemporary blues 
with a dash of south-
ern rock that might 
best be described as 
Bonnie Raitt and ZZ 
Top crashing an 
Allman Brothers 
house party.  Ripping 
guitars, dual lead vocalists, steroid-
driven B3, handsome horns and fat 
pocket groove - Rusty Wright Blues 
has got it all. 
 
Wright's introduction to professional 
musicianship came at age 13 when 
he climbed aboard a tour bus and 
became the guitarist for a successful 
Southern Gospel recording act led by 
his mother. His diverse career as an 
in-demand touring guitarist, front man 
and composer has taken him to most 
points in the US and across Europe. 
 
Fronting the band with Wright is his 
wife, rhythm guitarist/vocalist Laurie 
LaCross-Wright, a compelling singer 
with a vivid and expressive vocal style 
that stretches with ease from a 
breathy, crooned endearment into a 

throaty affirmation of her ability to 
wail.   
 
Touching  people's emotions through 
a song is a rare ability, but this 
woman has the knack - often making 
the most stoic man in the room wipe 
at his eyes with her Bluesy rendition 
of "Summertime". 
 
The chemistry between Wright and 
his wife is both obvious and refreshing 
as they exchange playful banter on-
stage and share anecdotes about the 
songs and their lives with the audi-

ence. Musically, they soar. 
Their passion for music and 
performing is evident as 
they take turns playing off 
each other.   
 
Laurie laughs with delight 
when Rusty plays a particu-
larly inventive riff. His guitar 
work echoes the dynamics 
and emotion of her voice as 
she sings. He closes his 
eyes and loses himself in 
the music as he plays.  
She, in turn, looks directly 
out at the audience, smiling 
widely from the stage, as if 
to say "You'd better believe 
this is every bit as fun as it 
looks!" 
 

 
 
Big James & the Chicago Playboys  
Sunday, September 2  
at 6 pm 
 
A big man with a big sound is kicking 
off a set of scorching horn-driven 
blues-funk with the chant ñAinôt no 
party like a Playboy Party!ò and the 
stage is set for Big James and the 
Chicago Playboys.  Big James Mont-
gomery and his unstoppable band are 
hitting the stage at 6-pm with a show 
featuring their spicy blend of funk, 
soul and good olô Chicago blues. 

 
This crack band is veteran group that 
has played some of the finest blues  
stages around the world and shows 
that you that horn bands never go out  

of style.  Lead by ace trombonist 
James Montgomery, the group has a 
style all 
itôs own 
in the 
blues 
world 
and 
promises 
to bring 
the 
crowd to 
itôs feet 
with a 
dance-
able 
sounds.   
A true 
show band in every sense of the 
word, Big James and the Chicago 
Playboys are all about entertaining a 
crowd and keeping the party going. 
 
But lest you think the band is all flash 
over musical substance, pay attention 
to the arrangements of their original 
material and how they tackle any one 
of the well-known blues standards.  A 
band that proudly states ñWe are the 
band on the standò, Big James and 
the Chicago Playboys will work hard 
to kick up the festivalôs party up a 
notch and spread their hot Chicago 
sound over everyone at the Mattson 
Lower Harbor Park. 

Rusty Wright with  

Laurie LaCross -Wright  

Big James & his trombone.  
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BLUES on the FOX does the blues right 
Advertising in the U.P. Blues News 
 The UP Blues News is pleased to present advertising rates 

 for upcoming issues. Currently, we print 300 copies of each 

 newsletter. First it mailed directly to all MABS members 

 (approx. 145) and the rest and placed around the UP at    

 music stores and other supportive businesses. 

 Rates for ads one issue two issues 

 full page   $75.00  $70.00 per  

 1/2 page   $42.00  $38.00 per 

 1/4 page   $20.00  $16.00 per 

 Business card  $14.00  $10.00 per 

 Black and white advertising only. Graphic ready in a PDF, JPEG 

 or GIF format. Are you interested in advertising with us? E-mail 

 biibaajii@hotmail.com for more information about placing an 

 advertising order.  

The blues go marching oné 

 June 15th & 16th saw the 11th  
anniversary of Blues on the Fox, in 
downtown Aurora, Illinois, with what 
was being heralded as "one of the 
strongest blues lineups we've ever 
had.ò   
 Fortunately, for us traveling blues 
lovers, Aurora, a city of 175,000, has 
a Mayor who is willing to foot most of 
the bill to put on a show like this.   
Rumor has it that their budget for the 
weekend was $90K with $70K of it 
spent on the talent (and well spent I 
might add)! 
 How does it get any better than Nick 
Moss, the legendary Honeyboy  
Edwards, Tab Benoit and The Robert 
Cray Band?  And speaking of Tab , 
this was the third time Iôve seen him in 
person and heôs only getting better!!! 
 So next summer, if you are looking 
for a great blues show, thatôs not to 
far away and a REALLY GOOD DEAL 
because itôs FREE, I would highly rec-
ommend a trip to Aurora, Illinois to 
Blues on the Fox! 

 - Wayne Dickinson  

Photo Above from left to right - Mark Stonerock, Wayne & Marge Dickinson, 

Dawn Stonerock, an unknown friend and Jess Stonerock.  

Members and friends of the Marquette Area Blues Society 

once again made an appearance during the two 4th of July 

parades in Ishpeming and Marquette as well as the Pioneer 

Days parade in Negaunee.   

Special thanks to Charlie Bastian and Advanced Mobile Ac-

cessories for keeping the music going and another special 

thanks to Gary & Barb Lewinski for allowing us to use that 

rockinô car! 

Way to keep those blues marching on!  See these ladies at the Porcupine  

MountainMusic Festival. Note listing on page 5.  


